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The inspiration for setting up the id-eau association derived 
from the concerns of its founders about current and future 
challenges regarding water as a natural resource, and the 
realisation that the situation is deteriorating with each passing 
day.

People from all walks of life are already rightly criticising this 
state of affairs. The id-eau association, for its part, aims to raise 
awareness, encourage and inspire citizen initiatives by setting 
up events and gatherings that bring together the public, 
scientists, the business community, artists and schools, to act 
for the cause of fresh water.

Let’s try to come up with sustainable solutions, raise awareness 
and bundle together all our energy and positive action to create 
the water biennial.

What is id•eau?

Fresh water is an essential and 
indispensable natural resource 
for a wide range of uses. It is vital 
for life and for Earth’s ecosystems, 
but it is also crucial for economic 
and social development.
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For every 10 litres of water on Earth only 2 millilitres of that is 
surface fresh water in liquid form…
This simple reminder just goes to show the importance of this 
resource. While it may be renewable, it is not inexhaustible, 
and without it, life is simply not possible as the following 
figures illustrate:

35 million km3 of fresh water on Earth.

Only 0.5% of open water.

1.1 billion human beings do not have access to drinking water.

2.6 billion do not have access to sanitation.

10 million people die each year from waterborne disease.

Since the 19th century, water consumption has increased faster 
than world population growth.

10% of water use is for domestic purposes.

In 1995, 30% of the population was affected by water stress, 
estimated to rise to 40% by 2050, or 4 billion people.

Over 80% of waste water, resulting from human activity, is 
discharged into rivers, seas and oceans untreated.

Ice melt has tripled in certain places over the last ten years.
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Why talk about fresh water?
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« The water biennial, 
let’s set up a platform 

for fresh water »



id•eau is a creator of events – a ten-day celebration to be held 
every two years; the water biennial aims to appeal to a broad 
spectrum of the public.

The event will present specific proposals, insights, 
entertainment, documentaries, art… experiences to be shared 
and debated in a festive, positive and dynamic environment. 
The first edition of the water biennial is set to take place in 
2021, an event where artists, scientists, businesses and the 
broader public will be able to gather together in celebration 
of water.

Creating a platform for water and sustainable development.
The biennial will showcase and shape specific activities 
initiated by civil society and business, without depending on 
public sector involvement. It is an audacious undertaking, but 
one that is feasible if we all work together.

The water biennial will help us to better understand, protect 
and celebrate water.

The event 

President’s foreword
«The water biennial is very different from a conventional trade 
fair, the biennial will revolve around exhibitions, shows, seminars, 
presentations, strong commitments, which encourage citizens’ 
initiatives.

We need to understand the issues surrounding fresh water to be 
able to protect it and encourage people to get involved.

The event will be free to the public and offer a festive, positive 
and lively atmosphere through its shows, events and discoveries ».  
Rémy Schumacher
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The water biennial aims to bring about a shift in how we think 
about fresh water, develop collective strength, encourage 
people to live together and make them aware that we can all 
play a part in bringing about this change.

Vision, Mission, Values

1. A biennial for water and for us all
id•eau will use the water biennial 
to raise awareness, encourage and 
spark citizens’ initiatives for the 
cause of fresh water and sustai-
nable development; it will call on 
public authorities to take action 
and promote a drive for innovation 
in the business community, among 
scientists and the general public… 
to bring everyone together around 
the issue of fresh water.

2. International ties
The event will be internationally 
oriented with each edition showca-
sing a different town or city abroad 
with a view to discussing the diffe-
rent challenges in connection with 
fresh water, encouraging joint ini-
tiatives and developing transnatio-
nal networks.

3. Festive atmosphere
Well-founded solutions, disco-
veries, activities, documentaries, 
arts… all will be presented, shared 
and debated at a number of venues 
around the city in a festive, positive 
and dynamic atmosphere.

4. Lasting impact
More than a fleeting effect. Each 
edition of the water biennial will 
result in a specific project, work 
or citizens’ initiative being deve-
loped and left as a legacy, reinfor-
cing the impact of the event with 
each edition.

5. Transparent association
The id-eau association is for pu-
blic benefit and meets the stan-
dards of the Zewo Foundation 
in terms of accrediting its proce-
dures and being transparent in 
the way it communicates with 
its contacts (donors, volunteers, 
partners, groups...)..

6. Sustainable event
The water biennial will have a 
prime responsibility in terms of 
quality and reputation.
The event, which has sustainable 
development in its DNA, will 
apply ISO 20121 and 14001 in its 
continuous effort to improve.

7. Strong commitment

Environmental factors:

Social factors:

Economic factors:

The id•eau association frames 
its activities as part of a sound 
approach towards sustainable 
development, setting the ob-
jectives for the water biennial 
around three core pillars:

To put forward innovative pro-
posals that respect the environ-
ment

To create an event free to the pu-
blic that brings together diffe-
rent actors (scientists, schools, 
business community, artists…) 
built around a responsible, sus-
tainable and transnational vi-
sion of water as a vital natural 
resource

To create a new offering and 
promote the location, mul-
ti-disciplinary exchanges, 
transnational relations for wa-
ter as a vital natural resource.

- 10 -





stimulating our senses, our per-
ceptions, our imagination, our 
relationship with the world and 
with others.

Civic ingenuity
mobilising the public as a driver of 
change, the biennial serves as a me-
dium to encourage action, support 
the promotion of collective intelli-
gence, a force for transition
encouraging and establishing colla-
borations and encounters between 
this dynamic element and the 
scientific and business community.

Business involvement
the water biennial will allow mi-
cro-enterprises  and SMEs actively 
involved in innovation related to 
future challenges dealing with wa-
ter and sustainable development to 
display their products and present 
their work (projects, research, deve-
lopments and activities)
a genuine link between activities on 
the part of the business community, 
the public and the scientific com-
munity…
a platform for exchanges, networ-
king and collaboration.

An event for all
reflection for and around water 
and sustainable development by 
producing, exhibiting and produ-
cing: symposia, films, exhibitions, 
performances, concerts, fairs, all 
free of charge, to make the event 
accessible to as many people as 
possible

The water biennial, a pro-
gramme designed for all with 
fresh water at its core

 
°

°
°

°

°

Valorisation of a region
economic benefits, tools to raise the 
profile and appeal of the city and 
the canton.

Business commitment
mobilising local businesses
associated international companies.

Committed volunteers
the motivation and professionalism 
of volunteers committed to ensu-
ring the success of the biennial
allocated tasks such as welcoming 
audiences and artists, safety and 
security, ensuring the wellbeing of 
event participants and much more 
besides.
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Scientific cooperation
an active ‘think-tank’ with the ge-
nuine power to scrutinise and pre-
sent research findings, projects 
and advances related to water in 
an accessible manner
setting out current and future 
challenges related to water simply 
so that everyone can understand
highlighting innovative solutions 
and methods on research and de-
velopment work, presenting good 
practices and feedback.

Artistic vibrancy
contemporary art, dance, come-
dy, music, films… ; the Arts com-
mitted to the biennial for water 
and sustainable development
the artists’ response, their invol-
vement, taking up the theme to 
propose an artistic vision, a com-
mitted approach that raises awar-
eness and reveals the importance 
of the issues surrounding water

°
°

°
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activities designed for all ages
access assured for all at each and 
every event whether able-bodied 
or with reduced mobility.

Raising awareness of all concerned
all participating groups are aware 
of the importance of water and 
sustainable development. This 
awareness is demonstrated by the 
commitment shown by all actors 
in signing the biennial’s charter: 
businesses, patrons, sponsors, as-
sociation members, volunteers, 
artists, scientists and ordinary visi-
tors; all united on behalf of water 
and sustainable development
a common dynamic with a 
network that promotes exchanges, 
the sharing of experiences, crea-
tion, research, artistic, scientific 
and entrepreneurial development, 
and thus encourages innovative 
and positive citizen initiatives
each edition will drive the desire to 
further improve the contacts that 
have been made and strengthen 
collaboration with the academic 
world, as well as with the socially 
responsible business community.
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An advocate of sustainable 
development
aiming to allow the largest pos-
sible number of people to take 
part and ensuring they can do so 
free of charge
formulating and conveying a 
strong and enthusiastic message 
about water as a natural resource
putting the water biennial on 
the path towards ISO 14001 cer-
tification (environmental mana-
gement) to verify that the event 
respects the environment, and 
manages and reduces its impact
setting up ISO 20121 certification 
(event sustainability manage-
ment) and making sure that eve-
ryone involved (staff, volunteers, 
donors) is aware of best practices 
for protecting the environment 
and preventing pollution
ensuring continual improvement 
to promote environmental, eco-
nomic and social durability.

Educating people about the 
environment and to respect 
freshwater
presenting current and future 
challenges for water in the world
promoting innovative and benefi-
cial citizens’ initiatives relating to 
this resource.

The water biennial –
a socially and environmentally 
responsible event
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Reducing the event’s environ-
mental footprint
favouring sustainable mobility 
and reducing the greenhouse gas 
emissions generated by participa-
ting groups 
managing and reducing the im-
pact of greenhouse gas emissions 
linked to catering for the event
improving the event’s energy effi-
ciency (logistics, energy use, ligh-
ting, sound…)
reducing and recycling waste
communicating and reporting in 
a sustainable manner
committing to a clear, transparent 
and evolutive roadmap
making participating groups 
aware of the need to respect the 
environment, water and sustai-
nable development
committing to a process of conti-
nual improvement.



A non-profit association characterised and influenced by a 
strong commitment to the environment, a true state of mind 
and a precondition for all that it does.

Its guiding principles and aims incorporate essential values 
which form the foundation of its ‘corporate culture’:

Non-profit association

Team cohesion (employees, volunteers) mutually enriched 
through its diversity and dynamism

Continuous quest for innovation and activities with a limited 
environmental footprint

Responsible management applied across all its activities and 
projects

Complete transparency regarding the way it operates.

°
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°

id·eau
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Avenue William-Fraisse 10  |  1006 Lausanne  |  Switzerland
+41 21 601 27 27   |  info@id-eau.ch  |  www.id-eau.ch

Partners:
iceau.swiss  |  hschumacher.ch  |  mseau.ch  |  lidyepetit.com  |  virgule.design  |  icomme.ch Pr
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